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David Pugliese, Ottawa Citizen September 21, 2015  

 There is a lot of excitement these days in the public affairs branch 

at National Defence headquarters about Chief of the Defence 

Staff Gen. Jon Vance and what senior officers are calling the 

―weaponization of public affairs.‖ There are already different in-

terpretations among public affairs officers about this new plan/

terminology being attributed to Gen. Vance. But the more com-

mon explanation provided to Defence Watch is this: There will be 

more strategic leaks by the CF/DND to journalists who are 

deemed ―friendly‖ to the military. Such leaks will consist mainly 

of ―good news‖ stories or positive initiatives and the journalists 

will be required  

to heavily promote those. Equally important, is the flip-side of 

this ―weaponization‖ strategy. That is the targeting of journalists 

who are writing or broadcasting the stories that the CF/DND don‘t 

want out in the public domain. Journalists seen as ―trouble-

makers‖ are those producing stories about failed equipment pur-

chases or uncovering details about severely injured soldiers not 

being treated properly or individuals being sexually harassed, etc., 

public affairs officers tell Defence Watch. In other words, report-

ers who are producing what the CF/DND views as negative or 

embarrassing news stories.  

The ―weaponization‖ aspect will come into play with phone calls 

to media bosses, letters to the editor, etc. – anything to undercut 

the credibility of such journalists in the eyes of readers and their 

employers, NDHQ public affairs sources say. Other tactics aimed 

at these journalists could also be developed. But will this strategy 

work? Vance isn‘t the first to attempt to bring pesky journalists to 

heel. It was quite common for officials working for then MND 

Peter MacKay to phone editors of various publications to complain 

CDS Gen Jon Vance and the 

“Weaponization of Public Affairs”  

http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
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about reporters. Such officials would make de-

mands for immediate changes to headlines or 

question how the gaffe-prone MacKay was being 

portrayed in articles and broadcasts. Officers 

working for Chief of the Defence Staff Gen. 

Walter Natynczyk would suggest journalists pro-

duce highly positive articles about their boss or 

not write about certain embarrassing topics that 

angered him. Those topics included equipment 

procurement problems and the poor treatment of 

physically and mentally injured soldiers. The 

payoff? Guaranteed access to the general (i.e. 

more interviews with Natynczyk). Some journal-

ists faced other issues.  

Defence Watch readers might recall that it was 

revealed in 2013 that Canadian Forces military 

police launched an investigation regarding CTV 

journalist Bob Fife. Fife‘s ―crime‖ was that he 

had dug up embarrassing information about Nat-

ynczyk who in 2011 spent more than $1-million 

using government aircraft to jet to hockey games 

and to a Caribbean vacation spot. Nothing ever 

came of the probe by the Canadian Forces Na-

tional Investigation Service. But critics saw the 

move as an intimidation tactic by the NIS against 

a journalist who was clearly not playing military 

cheerleader. For sure, the ―weaponization of pub-

lic affairs‖ is certainly a catchy title.  

But Vance‘s ―weapon‖ is arguably a little rusty. 

These days DND/CF public affairs officers com-

municate with journalists mostly via emails. And 

those emails usually consist of pre- approved 

―talking points.‖ Even such canned answers can 

take time to make their way to a reporter. It re-

cently took DND public affairs a week to provide 

me with the current number of personnel in the 

military‘s reserves.  

UPDATE: Chief of the Defence Staff Gen. Jon 

Vance spoke to Defence Watch late Monday 

about his vision for the ―weaponization of public 

affairs.‖ 

He acknowledges this is a term he has used but 

believes his intention is being inadvertently is 

construed/misunderstood by some public affairs 

officers at NDHQ. ―It‘s no surprise to me that 

there are those who would see weaponization as 

an aggressive, attack mode,‖ he explained. 

LCol (retd) Harold Miskiman OMM, MiD, CD   

November 7, 2015  
Preceding a full and distinguished business career 

he was a Pilot in the RCAF (1941 - 1946) serving in 

West Indies, Ireland, England, Iceland, Middle East 

and India. During his 34 business years he also 

served in the active Airforce reserve teaching fly-

ing, and working with Air Cadet Squadrons in Can-

ada and Germany. He was past-president Victoria 

Masters Curling Club, Air Force Officers Assn., 

Royal United Services Institute and a member of 

the Air Crew Assn.  

See more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/

timescolonist/ 

But Vance tells Defence Watch that although his ter-

minology might seem to indicate offensive opera-

tions against the media that is not his plan. ―I don‘t 

consider it unfair you are reporting on it,‖ he ex-

plained. ―In fact I‘m happy you are. What I am tak-

ing about is operationalizing the public affairs 

branch. I want to make the public affairs branch bet-

ter.‖  

Vance noted that the DND/CF public affairs team 

works hard but he is frustrated at a system that has 

been set up that often does not allow the Canadian 

Forces or DND to provide its viewpoints to the me-

dia and others. ―I want Defence to be a respected 

voice in the very important defence dialogue that 

goes on in the country,‖ Vance explained. 

―Sometimes I feel we lose that respect because we 

have incomplete information and not in a timely 

(way). We don‘t do it on purpose. Vance is now 

working on producing guidance for public affairs 

officers on what he wants. ―I was detecting our ina-

bility to answer questions in a timely manner and to 

be able to respond and deal effectively in a very dy-

namic and very fast paced information environ-

ment.‖ ―I don‘t know whether there is a structural 

change that is required,‖ Vance noted. ―Other na-

tions have the ability to access subject matter experts 

and turn things around and get them back out.‖  

The Last Post 
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also have to deal with some thorny questions around 

the use of force and varying interpretations of the 

laws of war. 

Soldiers from Canada's elite Joint Task Force 2 

counter-terrorism unit encountered difficulty in Af-

ghanistan operating alongside US government forces 

who allegedly committed unlawful killings in full 

view of Canadian commandos. 'Close engagement 

with the US will enable the achievement of other 

[Canadian] regional strategic objectives.'– Military 

document. The JTF- 2 soldier who raised those alle-

gations also claimed that in January 2008 his team 

was sent to conduct a mission alongside an Ameri-

can team. He said he witnessed the US forces kill a 

man who was wounded and unarmed — a war 

crime. The soldier maintained the military did not 

take seriously the allegations, which led him to re-

port the matter to the Canadian Forces ombudsman. 

Canadian investigators eventually cleared all Cana-

dian soldiers of criminal wrongdoing. But, the file 

was handed to American forces for review. But not 

all experiences were so difficult. Canada worked 

extensively alongside US forces throughout its Af-

ghan deployment, and of course has a long history of 

engagement in NORAD and NATO. Military plan-

ners advised the chief of the defence staff the pro-

posed integrated force would help Canada 

"demonstrate a continuing commitment to the US" 

They also say "close engagement with the US will 

enable the achievement of other [Canadian] regional 

strategic objectives."  

The planning work laid out a series of potential mis-

sions for Canadian troops overseas in order "to sup-

port government of Canada objectives international-

ly" and "under the assumption that current CAF op-

erational commitments abroad will be maintained." 

The document CBC News obtained shows military 

planners were searching for operations and exercises 

on which to deploy Canadian troops in order to con-

tribute to "international peace and security," but also 

to support objectives such as retaining "readiness" 

and to assert the military's "relevance and credibil-

ity" to Canadians. The integrated forces concept is 

one of several such ideas the document says the 

chief of the defence staff could propose "in his role 

as the adviser to the prime minister for employment 

of the nation's military."  

The document also suggests engagement with the 

NATO Response Force and with a new arrangement 

led by the United Kingdom called the JEF, or Joint 

CF Ponders Integrated Force 

with US to Respond to 

Hotspots  

Canadian Forces planning document says 

integrated forces 'conceptual development' 

is underway  
By James Cudmore, CBC News Posted: Sep 28, 2015   

The Canadian military has been working on a plan 

to create with the United States a bi-national inte-

grated military force to deploy to hot spots around 

the world. The so-called Canada-US Integrated 

Forces would be the result of an agreement be-

tween the two countries under which air, sea, land 

and special operations forces would be jointly de-

ployed under unified command, outside Canada. 

The forces would operate in the same manner as 

those controlled by the North  

American Aerospace Defence Command 

(NORAD), but would be used on expeditionary 

operations, and not in defence of the homeland, 

according to a source. The briefing note, released 

to CBC News under the Access to Information 

Act, was written in October 2013. It contemplates 

how the military could remain globally engaged as 

Afghan training mission was coming to a close. 

Canada and the US have for long partnered togeth-

er on military operations, including in the war 

against ISIS and in Afghanistan. Both countries 

would continue to operate their own separate mili-

taries, which would contribute units based on 

need.  

But the plan laid out in a military briefing note 

written for then chief of the defence staff. 

Gen Tom Lawson goes further. It suggests military 

officials from both countries were seeking to align 

some forces in a permanent and formal arrange-

ment. A source familiar with the planning told 

CBC News the CAN-US IF, as it's called, would 

be scaled in proportion to the conflict it was being 

deployed to. Such a force could feature just ships, 

or ships and planes, or some combination of all 

military forces including ground troops and special 

operation soldiers.  

The "conceptual development" of the force would 

include devising techniques for the management of 

the force, its command structure and its links back 

to national headquarters in both countries. It would 
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New Film Hyena Road  to 

Benefit Wounded Warriors  

Expeditionary Force. To that force, the document 

proposes linking Canada's Disaster Assistance Re-

sponse Team, a company group of infantry trained 

in non-combatant evacuation operations, and a spe-

cial operations hostage rescue (HR) capability. "A 

linking of DART, the NEO Coy Gp, and other Ca-

nadian HR forces to this initiative could improve 

our interoperability with the UK and the other in-

volved nations as well as provide more options to 

the [government of Canada] to co-operate with the-

se countries in times of international crises." A 

source with knowledge of the thinking inside the 

Defence Department as this document was written 

said all of these joint efforts are designed to im-

prove relationships with allies and to promote fa-

miliarity between allied nations' militaries.  

A Conservative spokesman said the party had no 

desire to create a new standing force, but not ad-

dress whether one could nevertheless be established 

with units on both sides of the border trained to 

work with one another. "While we often work with 

like-minded allies like the United States, there's no 

desire for a standing integrated force. The Canadian 

Armed Forces and its personnel ultimately answer 

to Canada," Stephen Lecce said in an email to CBC 

News. Military planners offered the Western Hemi-

sphere as the central focus of the military's foreign 

military engagement, followed by the Asia-Pacific 

region, Europe and the North Atlantic, the Middle 

East and North Africa, and finally, the rest of Afri-

ca. In each case, apart from Africa, there was a rec-

ommendation for more engagement. "The 

[Strategic Joint Staff] assess that the [Canadian 

Armed Forces] current footprint in Africa is suffi-

cient to meet Canadian foreign policy objectives at 

this time," the planners wrote. The staff also rec-

ommended the military not increase the number of 

troops deployed on Peace Support Operations 

(PSOs), such as United Nations or African Union 

peacekeeping operations. "An ongoing mission re-

view is occurring to validate whether CAF pres-

ence on PSOs provides desired strategic benefit to 

Canada." The document hints at a reset of the gov-

ernment's Canada First Defence Strategy. Military 

observers in Ottawa have long been anticipating 

just such a review, but none has yet been discussed 

by the government.  

Stephen Saideman at Carleton University's Norman 

Paterson School of International Affairs says the 

military planning document suggests the Forces were 

planning to stay engaged globally though military to 

military contact in a bid to stay current with other 

nations' capabilities and efforts. But he expressed 

some confusion about the purpose of the integrated 

force, which he said was reminiscent of the 1st Spe-

cial Service Force, the so-called Devil's Brigade, a 

joint Canadian-US special operations unit created 

during the Second World War. "It's kind of  surpris-

ing the Americans would buy into this in any big 

way, because the Canadians are so small, they don't 

really add that much to what the Americans can do," 

Saideman said. "On the other hand, what the Canadi-

ans proved in Afghanistan on the ground in a harsh 

battlefield, the Canadians and the Americans are 

quite compatible." 

From RUSI Vancouver 

 Director, actor and writer Paul Gross‘ new film Hye-

na Road brings to life the struggles many Canadian 

soldiers faced while serving in Afghanistan. Translat-

ing that powerful onscreen message to real life, Gross 

has partnered with Wounded Warriors Canada to 

bring awareness to the organization and its work. 

―It‘s such a terrific organization. They‘re just so com-

mitted and most of what they do is really devoted to 

soldiers and families and I think they do tremendous 

work. A lot of our interest with the film is to bring 

awareness to what the Canadian Forces did over there 

and endured over in Afghanistan and they [Wounded 

Warriors] seem to really be the ones on the front lines 

to help with the aftermath of it all and it made sense 

that we would be partners with them. It‘s a great or-

ganization,‖ said Gross. Portions of the proceeds 

raised from fundraising associated with the movie 

will be donated to the non-profit organization.  

Wounded Warriors supports Canadian Armed Forces 

(CAF) members who are ill and injured, primarily 

focusing on soldiers who have PTSD and operation 

injuries. Gross is hoping the movie will bring these 

issues to the forefront of audiences‘ minds. ―I think 

one of the most difficult things for an organization 

such as this is to make people aware of what we actu-

ally did there... If we can do anything we‘ll at least 
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At the March 2015 AGM, members agreed to 

establish a permanent legacy by directing 

$25,000 from the RUSI-VI Reserve Funds to cre-

ate the ―RUSI-VI Military Oral History (MOH) 

Endowment‖ at UVIC.  Our aim is to increase 

this endowment to a minimum of $75,000 to cov-

er the costs of the Veterans Oral History course 

on a biannual basis.  Over the past six months, 

the fund has grown to $29,700.  Thank you to 

those individuals who contributed.  Members 

who may wish to donate to the MOH Endowment 

Fund before the end of this year to receive a tax 

receipt can do so either through a cash gift or 

through a gift of publicly-traded securities 

(stocks, bonds or mutual funds).  Questions 

should be addressed to Katherine Blake, Devel-

opment Officer, Faculty of Humanities at UVIC 

(Tel: 250-853-3893 | Email:            

 kablake@uvic.ca) 

I met with Don Macnamara this summer and we 

developed a plan for further increasing the en-

dowment from sources outside Victoria. We have 

divided up potential donor organizations and we 

are in the process of addressing them. 

Report submitted by Paula Skippon our liaison 

with UVic on the MOH program. 

Military Oral History/

RUSI Endowment Report 

bring a certain degree of authenticity and accuracy 

to capture the bewildering, chaotic nature of mod-

ern warfare and I think once people have a sense of 

that it will then make them understand why there 

are these ongoing problems associated with it. 

There are combat injuries that are physical and also 

psychological...I hope the film opens up a door onto 

what it was that they faced and then there‘s Wound-

ed Warriors saying here‘s what we can do for those 

who have been damaged by it,‖ Gross said.  

Also in an effort to raise awareness, information 

booths for Wounded Warriors will be set up in se-

lect theatres across the country, public service an-

nouncements will be in trailers and Wounded War-

riors will be recognized in the movie before the 

credits roll. All in an effort to ―broaden the base of 

awareness for what Wounded Warriors is trying to 

accomplish,‖ as Gross puts it. Wounded Warriors is 

looking forward to the partnership hoping it will 

help the Canadian public to understand the kind of 

traumas many soldiers experience while in Afghani-

stan. "Hyena Road is an important medium to foster 

a national discussion about Canada's significant 

military contribution in Afghanistan. The film will 

help raise awareness about operational stress inju-

ries like PTSD and the need for program funding 

support," said Scott Maxwell, Wounded Warriors 

Canada Executive Director.  

 

Wounded Warriors is encouraging civilians to 

watch the movie so they can catch a glimpse of 

what life as a soldier might have been like for many 

in Afghanistan. According to Maxwell, many veter-

ans who have seen the movie have expressed that it 

portrays the war in an authentic and powerful light. 

Hyena Road centres around three characters with 

three different journeys all leading to a common 

purpose while in Afghanistan. The film made its 

world premiere at the Toronto International Film 

Festival on Monday Sep 14 in Toronto and de-

buts nationwide on Friday, Oct 9.  

New Members 

RAdm  Ken Summers 

Ms Pouran Ahmadi 

Maj William Hampson  

mailto:kablake@uvic.ca
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Davie Expects Interim 

Supply Ship Ready for 

Royal Canadian Navy in 

Summer 2017 

D A V I D  P U G L I E S E ,  O T T A W A  C I T I Z E N  

Published on: October 8, 2015 

Chantier Davie Canada Inc. and Project Resolve 

Inc. announced today that the MV Asterix has 

been delivered in Levis Quebec and that the ves-

sel‘s acquisition from its former owners is 

now complete. The arrival of the container  ship 

marks another step in Project Resolve‘s program 

to convert the vessel in order to provide interim 

at-sea support services to meet the Royal Cana-

dian Navy‘s operational requirement for at-sea 

replenishment, the companies noted in a news 

release. 

The vessel conversion will take place at Davie Ship-

building in Lévis and features a Canadian team of 

suppliers. Pending a signed agreement with the Ca-

nadian government, the converted vessel will be de-

livered for service in the summer of 2017, the com-

panies say. 

Key Points 

 Commercial container ship MV Asterix to be 

converted into the RCN's interim AOR by Chan-

tier Davie 

 The German-built vessel is expected to arrive 

from Singapore in early October for conversion 

at a cost of CAD250-300 million 

Two shipyards in eastern Canada are preparing 

to convert a commercially operated container 

ship into an auxiliary oiler replenishment (AOR) 

vessel for the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN), as 

the service seeks to fill a gap in its at-sea logistic 

capability. 

http://ottawacitizen.com/author/davidpugliese2
http://ottawacitizen.com/author/davidpugliese2
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The 183 m-long, 23,800 dwt MV Asterix will be 

transformed into an 'interim AOR' at the Chan-

tier Davie yard in Lévis, Quebec, and the Aecon 

fabrication facility in Pictou, Nova Scotia. This 

will fulfil an urgent operational requirement for 

underway replenishment supply pending the en-

try into service of two purpose-built vessels un-

der the Joint Support Ship (JSS) programme. 

The navy's legacy AORs, HMCS Preserver and 

HMCS Protecteur , were retired early in 2014. 

With the two Queenston-class JSSs not expected 

to enter service until late 2020 and 2021, the 

government announced on 1 August 2015 that it 

had signed a letter of intent with Davie for the 

provision of a stop gap capability for up to five 

years. 

Built in Germany in 2010, Asterix was acquired 

by Davie from Greek company Capital Ship 

Management for CAD20 million (USD15 mil-

lion) and will be converted at a cost of CAD250-

300 million (USD190-228 million), according to 

Canadian media reports. 

The rebuilt vessel - with a civilian crew and a 

Davie-led technical management package - will 

be chartered to the RCN by a holding company 

called Project Resolve at an annual cost of up to 

CAD75 million, the reports said. 

Asterix sailed from Singapore on 11 September and 

is expected to arrive at Aecon's Pictou shipyard on 6 

October for initial conversion work, before moving 

to Lévis in the second quarter of 2016 

Adapted from an article in Navy News by Rachel Lallouz, Staff 

Writer  

HMCS Nanaimo and Saskatoon left the shelter of 

Esquimalt Harbour in late summer to work in the ice

-laden waters of the Arctic for six weeks. The two 

ships made the 6,500-km journey to Tuktoyaktuk in 

the Northwest Territories, where they conducted sur-

veillance and presence activities in the area for this 

year‘s Operation NANOOK. Operation NANOOK is 

the Canadian Armed Forces‘ largest sovereignty op-

eration in Canada's North, working alongside 

other government departments to establish a 

visible federal presence in our northern commu-

nities. 

This year‘s operation marked the first deploy-

ment north of the 60th parallel for a Pacific fleet 

ship since HMCS Cedarwood in 1949. ―This 

particular Operation NANOOK is special,‖ said 

Lieutenant-Commander Brad Henderson, Com-

manding Officer of HMCS Saskatoon. ―In the 

past, ships participating in Operation NANOOK 

left from the East Coast, so this is the first time 

we are entering the Arctic from the west.‖ This 

operation helped prepare the stage for more ex-

tensive operations to be conducted in the future 

by Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships. Training in the 

northern environment is anticipated to iron out 

logistical and operating challenges posed by 

remoteness and harsher environmental condi-

tions in the North.  

The exercise also played a key role in establish-

ing a federal presence in Canada‘s northern 

communities, which LCdr Jeff Hopkins, Com-

manding Officer of HMCS Nanaimo, says is 

integral to supporting Canada‘s Northern Strate-

gy. Crew aboard HMCS Nanaimo operated a 

towed side-scan sonar system that captured high 

definition images below the water.  

HMCS Saskatoon helped recover hydrophone 

arrays left by scientists off Banks Island. The 

ship used a Bottom Object Inspection Vehicle 

(BOIV) to recover the arrays, which has camer-

as and a robotic arm capable of manipulating 

objects under water.  

To prepare for the operation, the commanders of 

both ships familiarized themselves with the en-

vironmental conditions of the Arctic learning to 

understand ice, how to operate in it, how to nav-

igate through it, and the limitations that it can 

bring. Other factors  include the distance from 

ship to shore in Tuktoyaktuk. Extensive shal-

lows mean the closest the ships will get to port 

is approximately 18.5 km, making for long lines 

of transit. ―The novelty of the Arctic is huge, 

and getting to operate that far north is rare. As 

the first ships from the West Coast heading up 

in roughly 60 years, we‘re looking forward to 

the challenge,‖ said LCdr Hopkins prior to the 

deployment. 

Ships Deploy to the Arctic 

for Operation NANOOK  
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The US Army's Official 

Humvee Replacement  

 
  
 
Oshkosh Defense  

The US Army and Marine Corps have made 

their final selection for the replacement to the 

aging Humvee. Meet the new Joint Light Tacti-

cal Vehicle, or JTLV, built by Oshkosh De-

fense. The decision caps off a three-year inves-

tigational phase, during which Oshkosh, Lock-

heed Martin, and AM General (maker of the 

long-serving Humvee) submitted 22 prototype 

vehicles each to be subjected to an intensive 14

-month competitive test. The $6.75 billion con-

tract awarded to Oshkosh covers production of 

17,000 new vehicles. The Army anticipates re-

ceiving its first units in 2018, with a procure-

ment period that runs until 2040. 

 The first three years of JLTV production will 

be low-rate, with an anticipated output of 

17,000 vehicles. 5,500 of those vehicles will be 

earmarked for the Marine Corps, delivered be-

tween 2018 and 2022. The US Army plans to 

buy 49,099 production vehicles from fiscal 

year 2015 (FY 2015) through FY 2040, with 

2,200 annually from FY 2020-36. JLTV design 

requirements called for a larger, more mechani-

cally reliable, safer vehicle than the Humvee, 

which has been continually patched and modi-

fied to deal with the evolving challenges of 

global combat. The  vehicles will come in two 

variations, four-passenger combat vehicles and 

From Our President 

After 2+ years in office, at our December reception 

I will hand over the chairmanship of our Board of 

Directors to Clive Caton. Clive had been our Direc-

tor responsible for Membership for several years. 

He made a strong contribution in: harmonizing our 

membership data over the last 8 years to help us 

understand the trends; keeping close track of mem-

bers and their dues status; and supporting the Presi-

dent in preparing welcoming packages for new 

members. He is transitioning these duties to Shahri-

ar (Shah) Hendi. As Vice-President since March, 

Clive has chaired several Board meetings with skill 

and diplomacy. 

As I prepare to graduate to Past-President I have 

thanks to offer to special people: 

Don Macnamara, friend and mentor, who guid-

ed me as President and Past President. I 

look forward to continuing to benefit from 

his sage advice; 

Paula Skippon, who worked so hard to establish 

the MOH endowment with UVic. Paula is 

also a past Membership Chair and has giv-

en great service to RUSI-VI over numerous 

years; 

The RUSI-VI Board of Directors, who have 

made the President position so much easier 

by their eager enthusiasm and willingness 

to pitch in whenever needed from identify-

ing potential speakers, to setting up the din-

ing room, to manning the desk to collect 

dues and luncheon fees. With their great 

attitude, Board meetings were always fun; 

and 

To the RUSI-VI members who attend our 

monthly luncheon events, it really is all 

about you. Your Board works to ensure you 

that you have the best possible speakers and 

a wholesome, tasty lunch at a reasonable 

price. I have enjoyed seeing old friends 

amongst you and meeting new ones. Bless 

you and keep coming to our events…it is 

you who embody RUSI-VI. 
 

Major-General E.S. (Ed) Fitch (retired), OMM, 

MSM, CD   

President, RUSI-VI 

250 381-1166 

esfitch@telus.net 
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two-seat combat support vehicles, with a maxi-

mum weight of 15,639 pounds to enable helicop-

ter transportation, USNI reports.  

Mikheev says KRET is providing a deeply-

integrated electronic warfare system that 

not only provides a protective electromag-

netic sphere around the aircraft to counter 

air-to-air missiles, but also cloaks it from 

radars. The unmanned aircraft closely re-

sembles Northrop‘s carrier-based X-47B 

demonstrator, but adds two lift fans on each 

wing and vertical stabilisers. Mikheev says 

the UAV‘s avionics, radar and electronic 

warfare systems are derived from those be-

ing produced for the Sukhoi Su-35 multi-

role fighter and the Kamov Ka-50 attack 

helicopter. KRET is also deeply involved in 

the Sukhoi T-50/PAK FA fighter project. In 

an article published on KRET‘s website on 

2 August, Mikheev says Russia has been 

competing with the USA in the realm of 

electronic warfare ―for our entire lives‖, 

and about five years ago the company de-

cided it needed to bring in the next-era of 

electronic warfare systems. ―Today we are 

talking about 15% to 20% annual growth in 

the direction of electronic warfare sys-

tems,‖ he says. It remains to be seen wheth-

er this UAV project is just marketing or a 

mature development programme with simi-

lar goals to China‘s Divine Eagle UAV. It 

would come as the stealthy F-35 enters 

serve as the West‘s primary ―first-day-of-

war‖ combat jet. 

Is Russia Developing an F-35

-Hunting UAV?  

 

James Drew Moscow Flightglobal.com  

Russia could be working on a low-observable, 

F-35-hunting unmanned air vehicle that uses 

deeply-integrated electronic warfare systems to 

stay hidden from radars. The tip-off comes 

from electronic systems producer KRET, 

which has a curious UAV model on display at 

the MAKS air show in Moscow. According to 

the company‘s first deputy chief executive of-

ficer Vladimir Mikheev, this aircraft model is 

more than just a sleek promotional display – it 

is an advanced military UAV being developed 

by the United Aircraft Corporation (UAC). 

Concern Radio- Electronic Technologies 

(KRET) is a subcontractor on the project, he 

says, providing the fundamental communica-

tions, radar, electronic warfare and self-

protection systems, as well as the ground con-

trol station.  

Speaking via a translator, Mikheev tells 

Flightglobal that the company is involved with 

two military UAV projects – one in develop-

ment and one in the concept phase – but both 

ventures of UAC. He declines to name the pro-

ject and does not say which UAC design bu-

reau is in charge, but confirms some of its key 

capabilities. Mikheev says the UAV has been 

designed to detect stealth aircraft in the same 

vein as China‘s ambitious ―Divine Eagle‖ pro-

ject, which he claims is based on technology 

―borrowed‖ from Russia and the USA. Such 

aircraft aim to detect low-observable US com-

bat aircraft using X-band and UHF radars, spe-

cifically the Lockheed Martin F-22 and F-35 

and Northrop Grumman B-2. But airborne sur-

veillance is just one of the UAV‘s capabilities.  
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neer,‘ insisted Lawson. It is believed that the only person 

inside the Nazi party, who knew about the construction 

of the aircraft was Albert Speer, one of the Fuhrer‘s min-

isters. Luckily, they never manage to get hold of the 

technology, as it could have destroyed the Spitfire and 

won Germany the Second World War. 70 years later, the 

plane was displayed in a United States museum, too frag-

ile to ever be restored. 

RUSI Vancouver News, 

This is a picture of the Bugatti 100P. It was almost com-

plete in 1940, when the Italian designer, Bugatti, quit 

production of the aircraft.. Ettore Bugatti refused to 

show the aircraft and decided to hide it from the German 

military, by packing it into crates and putting it in a barn 

in the  French countryside. The plane was never as-

signed for a mission and it never flew out of its hiding 

place. 

John Lawson is a 59-year-old Scottish engineer and for-

mer RAF engineer from Musselburgh, who owns a mod-

el making company in Nottingham and previously 

worked on the Vulcan bomber. He has started produc-

tion of a working replica of the Bugatti 100P. The origi-

nal plane would have had 2450 horsepower engines and 

a 27 ft wingspan. The recreation of the ―Bugatti Veyron 

of the skies‖ is taking place in Oklahoma, where a team 

of experts, led by Lawson are constantly working to de-

velop the replica of the most advanced planes of its 

time. The designers believe that, if the aircraft had 

flown, it would have reached 500mph. The record for 

speed at that time, had been set by a German Messer-

schmitt in 1939, at 469mph. 

Ettore Bugatti became a French citizen in between the 

war and was known to dislike the Nazis, whom he want-

ed to challenge to an aircraft race, known as the Coupe 

Deutsch. The French government was already aware of 

the construction of the plane, but because the designers 

were not able to finish it before the deadline, which was 

September 1939, the Bugatti 100P never entered the 

competition. When World War Two began, the design-

ers decided to hide the plane, the Mail Online reports. 

Lawson said that the 500mph Bugatti 100P was 85 per-

cent complete when the Second World War began. ‗If it 

had flown in 1940, it would have been a revolution. It 

was an incredible aeroplane and Louis de Monge, who 

worked on it with Ettore Bugatti, was a brilliant engi-

 WWII Plane Could Have 

Won Germany the War  

US Air Force to Have Lasers 

on Its Fighters by 2020  

www.popularmechanics.com /military/weapons/

news/a17414/air-force-to-have-lasers-on-its-fighters- 

by-2020/     By Eric Limer  

"I believe we'll have a directed energy pod we can 

put on a fighter plane very soon," Air Force General 

Hawk Carlisle said at this week's Air Force Associa-

tion Air & Space conference, as reported by Ars 

Technica. Those pods? They're part of a project being 

worked on by DARPA and General Atomics Aero-

nautical Systems, Inc., the High Energy Liquid Laser 

Area Defense System or HELLADS.  

The HELLADS project is aiming for 150 kW lasers 

that weigh less than five kilos per kilowatt and less 

than three cubic meters in total size. A size that's 

roughly 10 times lighter and smaller than current la-

sers of that power according to DARPA. For context, 

the drone-busting laser that the Navy has out in ser-

vice, LaWS, is just a 30 kW system, though the im-

proved models the Navy wants to have in the next 

five years would be more in the 100-150 kW range.  

This isn't the first time the Air Force has proclaimed 

their enthusiasm for flying lasers. Earlier this year 

file:///C:/Users/Craig/Documents/RUSI%20NEWSLETTER/RUSI%20Newsletter%20Nov%202015/www.popularmechanics.com
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Stéfanie Von Hlatky, H. Christian Breede/ November 11, 2015  

Opencanada.org 

A soldier‘s limits are constantly being tested in battle. 

Whether one thinks back 100 years to the First World 

War or, more recently, to the War in Afghanistan, the 

psychological and physical effects of war are always 

profound. Technological and medical innovations 

have certainly changed our expectations about mili-

tary resilience, but just how far should a soldier‘s lim-

its be pushed? 

Western governments manage the risks of war by ac-

quiring capabilities to protect soldiers from harm and 

to increase overall endurance during demanding mis-

sions. The results are not always as intended. The un-

derlying trade-off is that any kind of human perfor-

mance enhancement can imperil the health of individ-

ual soldiers for the sake of greater military effective-

ness. 

During the First World War, soldiers reportedly mis-

used cocaine and morphine during agonizing trench 

battles, as these drugs were included in over-the-

counter medical kits. In the Second World War, am-

phetamines were used to enhance performance and 

endurance. The Nazis went even further by issuing 

crystal meth (Pervitin) to their soldiers. 

Contemporary examples are just as shocking. On 

April 17, 2002, Canada‘s first four soldiers were 

killed in Afghanistan. They died because an experi-

enced United States Air Force National Guard pilot 

dropped a 500-pound bomb on them. The resulting 

U.S. court martial found that the pilot was essentially 

impaired by speed. He was following standard proce-

dures for U.S. combat pilots, taking dextroampheta-

mines prior to and during the mission to stay alert — 

the equivalent of about three cups of coffee per pill. 

The use of these pills has been defended as a necessity 

of modern combat flight operations. 

officials made similar predictions that lasers could 

be in the air by 2022. All seems to be going well 

because that window is getting smaller. Tests of 

the third generation of HELLADS tech has gone so 

well that there are preliminary plans to attach it to 

a Predator drone as early as 2018 , and if that goes 

well it's easy to see how jets wouldn't be far be-

hind. From there, it's just a question of how long it 

will be before Air Force jets can lock S foils in at-

tack position.  

Other innovations appear straight out of science 

fiction: the integration of exoskeletons, robots and 

drones for the most dangerous tasks; and biological 

and chemical enhancements to push human perfor-

mance. These capabilities will increasingly be used 

in future Canadian military operations. While giv-

ing our soldiers supra-normal abilities and integrat-

ing their actions with fully automated drones im-

proves combat effectiveness, there are moral, ethi-

cal, legal and health implications involved. 

Longer-duration, more invasive options are also 

being developed. In the U.S., Georgia 

Tech‘s Center for Advanced Bioengineering for 

Soldier Survivability is studying cell growth and 

how this can be leveraged for injured soldiers. Such 

innovations, however, could also be applied to sol-

diers prior to deployment in order to bio-engineer 

them to be faster and stronger. A less invasive ex-

ample is the exoskeleton, now being explored by 

the U.S. Army through the Tactical Assault Light 

Operators Suit, which will augment soldiers‘ 

strength and survivability.   

The science and technology behind human perfor-

mance enhancements is a Pandora‘s Box – it cannot 

be uninvented. A clear policy should accompany 

these scientific developments because the long-term 

consequences are not fully understood. A recent 

report by Defence Research and Development Can-

ada, identifies human-centric technological innova-

tion as a priority, but does not raise the issue of pol-

icy. Who, then, decides how far the soldier‘s limits 

should be pushed? 

Investments in emerging military technologies are 

not addressed in existing Canadian defence policy. 

As the example from 2002 illustrates, some options 

entail considerable risk. Scientific trials measuring 

the effects of ‗uppers‘ on military pilots continue, 

with recent work investigating their addictive quali-

ties. The Canadian Armed Forces should employ 

pilots in ways that are less demanding, for example, 

rather than funding trials to test alternative drugs to 

artificially increase alertness.  

Moving forward, the government should focus on 

the least invasive forms of performance enhance-

ments, in order to protect soldiers‘ health. Histori-

cally, war stressors have led to shell shock and 

PTSD, conditions that have proven disruptive and 

widespread. Emerging military technologies must 

be designed in a way that will not adversely affect 

soldiers‘ health on the battlefield or at home when 

the fighting is done. As we look back on 100 years 

of military history, let‘s remember how important 

that is for Canadian soldiers and their families. 

Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger:  

The Making of the Future Soldier 

https://www.opencanada.org/contributors/stefanie-von-hlatky/
https://www.opencanada.org/contributors/h-christian/
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The views expressed by the authors of articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the Views of RUSI-VI. 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Sunday, 13 December - 1400—1600   HOLIDAY RECEPTION   
 

Good Food, Good Friends - Festive Season And Good Will 

    Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt  Officers' Mess, Bay Street Armoury         

    Time: 1400 Hrs to 1600 Hrs 

    Cost: $15.00 per person (pay at door) includes tickets for draw 

 

Wednesday, 13 Jan 2015  
Speaker:  LCol (retd) Chris Linford 

Topic: A Wounded Warrior 

After 25 years of full time service and eight years as a reservist, Chris Linford retired from military service in order 

to bring education and awareness to the public regarding Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). As a nursing of-

ficer, he went on tours to the Gulf War, Rwanda and Afghanistan. For more than a decade, Chris battled with 

PTSD, which caused him to have suicidal thoughts, emotional pain, anxiety attacks and a strained relationship with 

his wife and children.  After months of effective treatment he discovered new ways to improve his health.   

Chris gives an up close and personal look at how the traumatic events he endured while deployed impacted him-

self  and his  family. He delves into the treatment he received  as well as some of the peer related activities he par-

ticipated in to get his health back on track allowing him to live a normal life again   

 

Wednesday, 10 Feb 2015  
Speaker:  Dr / Maj (retd) Anne  Irwin 

Topic:  Good to Go: Creating a path for life after the CAF  
Dr. Anne Irwin served in the Canadian Forces Reserve from 1972 to 1987, retiring as a Military Police officer with the rank of 

Major.  She is a graduate of the Canadian Land Forces Command and Staff College‘s Militia Command and Staff 

Course.  She holds BA and MA degrees in anthropology from the University of Calgary and a PhD in social anthropology 

from the University of Manchester.  Her PhD thesis, entitled The Social Organization of Soldiering, was based on extensive 

field research with a Canadian Regular Force infantry unit and was concerned with how soldiers in a peacetime army inter-

subjectively construct identities as warriors. 

Anne has taught courses in military anthropology both at the University of Calgary and at the University of Victoria.  She has 

been an invited speaker at Defence Research and Development Canada and at the 1 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group of-

fice study week and has consulted for the Minister‘s Advisory Board on Gender Integration and Employment Equity. 

Her topic will be about a pilot program to help releasing members of the CAF manage the cultural transformation required for 

a successful reintegration into civilian life.  

Wednesday, 9 Mar 2016  
Speaker:  Professor Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly  University of Victoria 

Topic:  The Refugee Crisis and its defining effect on Europe  
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly joined the School of Public Administration in 2001. He is a political scientist, specializing in com-

parative and urban politics. He worked for the French public sector for 10 years, including postings with the French Small 

Business Administration and the Nord Pas-de-Calais Regional Council. Prior to his appointment at UVic, Emmanuel was an 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Western Ontario from 1999-2000, and Assis-

tant Director of the Nanovic Institute for European Studies at the University of Notre Dame from 2000-2001. 

At UVic‘s School of Public Administration he is Jean Monnet Chair in European Urban and Border Region Policy, Director 

of the European Studies minor and of the European Union Centre for Excellence. 


